IS                   LOCATION OF INDUSTRIES IN INDIA
lished so firmly till after the final defeat of the Marathas, was
the only part of India where the business community escaped
the fate suffered by its compeers in other parts of the country
and continued to share the trade and commerce of the western
coast of India and the adjacent countries with the Europeans.
About the nature and extent of that share the following re-
marks of the Industrial Commission (1916-1918) are worth
quoting: 'In Bombay the Indians have held a large and im-
portant share in the trade of this place since the city first came
into English hands. The Mohamedan of the west coast espe-
cially traded by sea with the Persian Gulf, Arabia and East
Africa from much earlier times. The Parsees and Hindus
from the Northern Bombay coast districts are recorded, at the
beginning of British occupation, as taking with the Mohame-
dan sects of Khojas, Memons and Bohras a most important
share in the trade of the port as contractors, merchants, finan-
ciers and ship-builders, and have throughout shown themr
selves little, if at all, inferior to the European and usually
in: command of more capital.
The valleys of Narbada and Tapti had been for ages
devoted to the cultivation of cotton, A considerable export
trade was carried on from Broach and Surat, the ports at the
mouths of these rivers, with the aid of an efficient maritime
population. The Parsee also after settling in this tract secured
a share of the trade; with the silting up of these rivers and the
increase in the size of the ships, Bombay became the centre of
the trade from the west coast of India/ 8
.Later on in the nineteenth century, when trade with China
and the Far East was opened up? the Parsee traders of Bombay
shared the yarn trade of China with the British merchants
and some of them established their own branches at Hong-
Kong, Some of these Parsee merchants realized that Bombay
itself could provide a very good venue for the manufacture
of yarn from the Indian cotton for export to the China market.
The unport of coal from England solved the problem of power
and the first cotton mill in Bombay was started by Cowasji
Nanabhoy Davar in 1851, and by 1860 two more mills were
added. Thus the early cotton mill industry of Bombay was
not started to serve the home markets but was rather intended
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